
Welcome to the 2026–2027 School Year! 
 
Dear ALCS Families, 
 
Welcome to a new school year at Albany Leadership Charter School for Girls! We 
are so happy to welcome our returning families back and extend a heartfelt 
welcome to those joining the Panther community for the first time. We are grateful 
to begin this new year with you. 
 
The start of a school year brings so much excitement, hope, and possibility. Our 
team is ready to provide every scholar with a safe, supportive, challenging, and 
empowering experience where she feels known, valued, and encouraged to grow. 
 
Throughout the summer, we thoughtfully prepared for the year ahead by 
strengthening teaching and learning, expanding scholar support, improving 
schoolwide routines, and creating greater consistency in our expectations. Our 
educators have worked hard to prepare their classrooms and are ready to 
welcome and support scholars from day one!. 
 
Families will also see clearer communication, stronger scholar supports, and 
more opportunities to recognize and celebrate our scholars’ growth, 
achievements, and contributions throughout the year. We want our scholars to 
know that their effort matters, their progress matters, and we are proud to 
celebrate each step forward. 
 
Our work continues to be grounded in the Four Pillars that define what it means 
to be a Panther: 
 

●​ Sisterhood: Creating a community where every scholar feels welcomed, 
valued, respected, and supported. 

●​ Scholarship: Holding high expectations while helping every scholar grow, 
persevere, and reach her full potential. 

●​ Service: Encouraging scholars to care for others and contribute 
meaningfully to their school and community. 

●​ Leadership: Helping young women find their voices, build confidence, and 
lead with kindness and purpose. 

 
We know that scholars are most successful when families and the school work 
together. Your partnership, communication, encouragement, and trust make a 
meaningful difference. We invite you to remain connected with us and continue 
reinforcing the importance of attendance, punctuality, preparation, and 
academic effort. We are equally committed to keeping you informed, listening to 
your questions and concerns, and working alongside you to support your scholar. 
 



Thank you for trusting us with your scholar’s education, growth, and development. 
It is a responsibility we value deeply. I am excited about the year ahead and all 
that our scholars, families, and staff will accomplish together. 
 
Welcome to another year of Sisterhood, Scholarship, Service, and Leadership. 
Together, we will continue to Be Excellent on Purpose. 
 
With Panther Pride, 
Principal Smith 🐾 
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